


The Maricopa County Air Quality Department 

exists to protect the quality of the air we breath 

so Maricopa County residents and visitors can 

live, work and play in a healthy environment. 

Requiring a facility to secure an air quality 

permit ensures that any new, modified, replaced 

or relocated source of air pollution complies 

with all air quality rules and regulations. 

HOW DO I APPLY FOR AN AIR QUALITY 

PERMIT? 

Review the types of permit applications. 

Information is available on our website 

www.maricopa.gov/aq. Go to Programs and 

select Permit Engineering. On the Permit 

Engineering page select Permit Applications. 

Choose the appropriate application for your 

facility and follow the attached instructions. 

W H Y  I S  A N  A I R  Q U A L I T Y  P E R M I T  R E Q U I R E D ?  

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

Complete and submit a 

permit application and the 

appropriate fee. Your 

application will be reviewed 

to ensure completeness. 

You will be contacted if 

additional information is 

required. 

COMMON TYPES OF 

PERMITS 

There are various categories for air quality permits 

including: 

 Title V (major sources) 

 Non-Title V (minor sources) 

 General permit 

 Dust control permit (Rule 310) 

 Open burn permit 

TITLE V AND NON-TITLE V PERMITS 

Title V of the Federal Clean Air Act requires the 

Environmental Protection Agency to establish a 

national, operating permit program for major 

sources of emissions across the country. EPA 

allows states and local permitting authorities to 

operate a federally enforceable permitting 

program. Non-Title V Permits include sources that 

emit pollutants below Title V thresholds. 

GENERAL PERMITS 

The General Permit program offers an alternative 

to regular permits and simplifies the process for 

authorizing operation.  

A source must first qualify for a General Permit 

before an Authority to Operate (ATO) is issued 

for the following types of sources: 

 Dry Cleaners 

 Fuel Burning 

 Gas Stations 

 Graphic Arts 

 Stationary Emergency Internal Combustion 

Engines 

 Surface Coating Operations 

 Vehicle & Mobile Equipment Refinishing 

 Stationary Dust-Generating Sources 

 Woodworking 

DUST CONTROL PERMITS 

The department issues Dust Control Permits 

when dust generating operations (DGO) disturb 

an area greater than one tenth of an acre of 

land (4,356 square feet). Examples of DGOs 

include blasting, cutting and filling, demolishing, 

drilling, excavating, grading, leveling, trenching 

or weed abatement by discing or blading. 

WHAT FACILITIES NEED A PERMIT? 

The Department’s Permitting Division issues 

and renews air quality permits for facilities 

located in Maricopa County that emit air 

pollutants. Any business that generates air 

pollutants may need an air quality permit. 

Examples of sources and equipment that 

can require permits are: boilers; 

incinerators; generators and engines; burn 

activity; chemical processing, handling, or 

storage; demolition and/or renovation 

activity; dry cleaners; gas stations; material 

handling (dust generating, sand, gravel, 

landscape material, etc.); and painting, 

coating and printing operations. 


